
  

  

20 

Mr. Giuliani also mentioned both the accusations about Vice President Biden, and 

about interference in the 2016 election, and stressed that all he wanted to see was for 

Ukraine to investigate what happened in the past and apply its own laws.   

Concerning the allegations, I stressed that no one in the new team governing 

Ukraine had anything to do with anything that may have happened in 2016.  They were 

making television shows at the time.  I also said that it's not credible to me that former 

Vice President Biden would have been influenced in any way by financial or personal 

motives in carrying out his duties as Vice President.   

A different issue is whether some individual Ukrainians may have attempted to 

influence the 2016 election, or thought they could buy influence.  That is, at least, 

plausible given Ukraine's reputation for corruption, but the accusation that Vice President 

Biden acted inappropriately did not seem at all credible to me.   

After that meeting, I connected Mayor Guiliani and Mr. Yermak by text and later 

by phone.  They met in person on August 2, 2019.  In conversations with me following 

that meeting, which I did not attend, Mr. Giuliani said that he had stressed the 

importance of Ukraine conducting investigations into what happened in the past, and 

Mr. Yermak stressed that he told Mr. Giuliani it is the government's program to root out 

corruption and implement reforms, and they would be conducting investigations as part 

of this process anyway.   

Mr. Giuliani said he believed the Ukrainian President needed to make a statement 

about fighting corruption, and that he had discussed this with Mr. Yermak.  I said I did 

not think that this would be a problem, since that is the government's position anyway.   

I followed up with Mr. Yermak, and he said that they would, indeed, be prepared 

to make a statement.  He said it would reference Burisma and 2016 in a wider context of 

bilateral relations and rooting out corruption anyway.  There was no mention of Vice 
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