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shepherd in a peaceful transition of power in Ukraine.   

So in short, whereas 2 years ago most observers would have said that time is on 

Russia's side, by 2019, when I departed, we had turned the tables, and time was now on 

Ukraine's side.  It's a tragedy for the United States and for Ukraine that our efforts in 

this area, which were bearing fruit, have now been thrown into disarray.   

One of the critical aspects of my role as U.S. special representative was that as the 

most senior official appointed to work solely on the Ukraine portfolio, I needed to step 

forward to provide leadership.  If we needed to adopt a policy position, I made the case 

for it.   

If we needed to -- if anyone needed to speak out publicly, I would do it.  When 

we failed to get a timely statement about Russia's illegal attack on Ukraine's Navy and 

seize of Ukraine sailors, I tweeted about it in order to condemn the act.  If a problem 

arose, I knew it was my job to try to fix it.   

That was my perspective when I learned in May 2019 that we had a significant 

problem that was impeding our ability to strengthen our support for Ukraine's new 

President in his effort to ramp up Ukraine's fight against corruption and implementation 

of needed reforms.  I found myself faced with a choice:  to be aware of a problem and 

to ignore it, or to accept that it was my responsibility to try to fix it.  I tried to fix it.   

The problem was that despite the unanimous positive assessment and 

recommendations of those of us who were part of the U.S. presidential delegation that 

attended the inauguration of President Zelensky, President Trump was receiving a 

different negative narrative about Ukraine and President Zelensky.  That narrative was 

fueled by accusations from Ukraine's then-prosecutor general, and conveyed to the 

President by former Mayor Rudy Giuliani.   

As I previously told this committee, I became aware of the negative impact this 
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